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FTII signs MoUs for foreign exchange

programmes
Laxy Birajdar TNIN

Pune: The Film and Telewision Institute of India (FTIL) has signed IloTTs wath
leading filtm schools i Europe, that will facilitate a greater number of student and
faculty exchange programmes it the coming months.

“Efforts are on to streamline exchange programmes and research-based
activities for cur students. We will alzo foresee a larger number of foreign students
wisiting FTI throughout the year,” said Sarah Cynac, coordmmator of outreach and
research at FTTL

WoTTs with the prestigious EIC TV or National Film and Telewision school,
Cuba and FAMIT in Prague have already come through, “These are two upcoming
oppottunities wherein these film mstitutes have agreed to accept faculty and
students for an exchange programme fromm FITL in the latter half of this year,”
Cyriac said.

The exchange programimes will cover students from courses like
cthematography, sound, editing, direction, acting, art direction and production
design, scriptwriting, anmation, filn appreciation and research.

“Currently, 12 Mols are active with FTT and four new were added recently to
the list. We hope to add ten new IWlolls thiz vear. These IoTTs are meant to help
us and partner mshtutes 8l academic gaps i our respective curnicula and effect
content contrbutions and academic practices, too,” Cyriac said.



A WoTT with Art TTniversity College of Boumnemeouth in TTE wall be signed very
soot, Alzo, a Moll sighed with Queensland University of Technology (17T,
Australia, late last month will prowide FTI access to this institute’s content.

“QUT 15 an mstitute devoted to modern media practices. So the exchange
programmes with them will help FTI give a boost to areas like new media,
research and atumation. We also hawve access to all thew content and use it at FTIL,
espectally for developing our foundation course,” she added.

Funds are being worlced out for these programmes. FTI chairman, Saeed Mirza
and director, DJ Marain, recently met with members from the Information and
Broadcasting Mnistry, for the very purpose.

“We have requested a budget of around Es 7 to 8 crores for the next five years
tor FTI s outreach, mnovation and research-based programimes. The chatrman
and I will be attending the Cilect Congress, a conference of wotrldwide cinema
mstitutions, i Cape Town late-Apnl, to netwotl with potential partners for our
exchange programmmes,” Marain said.

In eatly February, the FTII faculty met together and developed a list of 50 new
potential partners i the form of film mstitutions wotrldwide, to partner with. “The
FTTI had conducted exchange programmes based on MMoTls in the past, but on an
ad hoo basis. How, we have 1dentified some of the best filim schools and
umiversities from all over the world for exchanges and efforts are on to pursue

o175 with them,” MWarain sand.

Eesearch-based exchanges are also on the cards. 4 research-based JoTl with
the Thniversity of Tubingen, Germany will be signed by the FTII sometime this
september. “This will facilitate faculty and student exchanges for research-based
methodology. In the absence of full-fledged research faciliies at FTII, we receive
proposals from vatious mstitutes whe have students interested i spending time in
India deing film-related research. FTII proswndes them this base to do that research
and also notninates superwisors for them,” Cyniac satd.

=he further said that representatives from the prestigious La Femis, France, who
wsited FTIL in February, have shown a keen interest in hawing exchange
programmes and collaborative projects.



