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Asian film fest growing into movement: Nihalani

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Pune: The Asian Film Festival is grow-
mg and spreading into a movernent.
said acclaimed filmmaker Govind Mi-
halam while maugurating the seventh
edition of the festival at ITnox on Fridayv
evening, “From Mumbai to Pune and
then Kolhapur 1 have noticed that the
festival is spreading like a movement
among the people This 1s a good sign.”
Mihalanisaid.

“Al over theworld, film festivals are
reaching the next level, that of becom-
ing interactive and proactive for film-
makersaswellasparticipants, especial -
v by way of interactive sessions,
bsiness platforms and  workshops
Therefore, its good to consider such
things, besides film sereenings, at the
Asian Film Festival as well,” Nihalani
aclded.

The event had in attendance chair-
man of the Asian Film Foundation,
Mumbai, Kiran V Shantaram. photog-
rapher Santosh Salian. and producer

FTIl head D J Narain (left) Govind Nihalani (centre) and Kiran Shantaram during
the inavguration of the Tth Asian Film Festival on Friday

Kailash Surendranath, among others.
Organiserd by the Asian Film Foumn-
dation, Mumbai and Aashay Film Club,
Pune, in association with the MNational
Film Archive of Incha (NFAL) and the

Film and Television Institute of ndia
(FTI, the festival will offer a bouquet of
arcund 80 films from 25 Asian couniries,
Soreenings will be held at Tnox, NEAL
FTII and the MES auditoriom i Mayur

Colory:

“This dayis very imporiant forusas
the tradition of cinema that has been
propagated by this festival whicheould
nat happen for the last two vears due o
technical problems, has been revived
this vear This festival i= distinet in the
lkind of films it offers to cinema lovers
and Mr Shantaram has been instru-
mental in helping us bring this event
back on track.” said festival codirector
Wirendra Chitray

Highlighting the significance of the
event, Shantaram saicl. “This is the only
festivalin the country dedicated ofilms
firom all over Asia. The festival com-
pletes ten yvears inMumbal, seven years
in Pune and three vears in Kolhapur
where the festival is being organized si-
multaneosly In the near futire, we
hope to organise it on a bigger scale by
probable additions lilie Magpur and Au-

-angabail.”

The festival openad with the screen-
ing of acclaimed Afghan fhnmaker
Siddig Barmald’s Opemm Wi



